December 5, 2007
WATER INFRASTRUCTURE NETWORK

Senate Appropriations Committee
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator,

The Water Infrastructure Network (WIN) urges your support ror increaseda rundaing 1or tne clean
Water State Revolving Fund (CWSREF) in the fiscal year (FY) 2008 Interior, Environment & Related
Agencies appropriations bill. The House approved $1.1 billion for the CWSRF, and WIN hopes
the Senate will approve an increase to the historic funding level of $1.35 billion. WIN is a broad-
based coalition of organizations representing local elected officials, drinking and wastewater
agencies, environmental and health administrators, engineers, labor unions, construction
professionals and suppliers, and environmentalists dedicated to protecting the health,
environmental, and economic gains that water and wastewater infrastructure provide.

The CWSRF helps communities meet their clean water needs, repair and replace aging
infrastructure, protect public health, and ensure continued progress in restoring the nation’s
water bodies. For the past 35 years, the Clean Water Act has been one of our nation’s most
successful environmental and infrastructure programs. Yet funding for the CWSRF has dwindled
since FY 2004 when Congress appropriated $1.35 billion. In FY 2008, the Bush administration
sought only $688 million for this popular program, even as reports from the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA), the Government Accountability Office (GAO), and WIN estimate the
funding need for the next 20 years at $300- $500 billion. Currently, communities shoulder more
than 95 percent of clean water costs and are struggling to pay for ongoing clean water challenges.

Your support for additional funding for the CWSRF at $1.35 billion would help to bridge this
growing clean water funding gap while stimulating the economy, creating jobs, and securing
America’s waters for generations to come. Just two months ago, the nation celebrated the 35"
anniversary of the Clean Water Act and the resulting improvements to our nation’s waters.
Without a federal recommitment to clean water in the form of a long-term, sustainable funding
source, that progress will be reversed.

We thank you for your support of the nation’s waters and for your help in ensuring the strength
and viability of the CWSRF.

Sincerely,

Ken Kirk
Chair, Water Infrastructure Network

Water Infrastructure Network - 1816 Jefferson Place, NW - Washington, DC - 20036
(202) 833-4655 - www.win-water.org




The Water Infrastructure Network is:

American Concrete Pipe Association
American Concrete Pressure Pipe Association
American Council of Engineering Companies
American Federation of State, County and
Municipal Employees, AFL-CIO

American Public Works Association
American Rivers

American Society of Civil Engineers
American Supply Association

Ashland Inc.

Associated Equipment Distributors
Association of Equipment Manufacturers
Associated General Contractors of America
Association of California Water Agencies
California Rebuild America Coalition
Chesapeake Bay Foundation

Clean Water Action

Clean Water Construction Coalition
Construction Management Association of
America

Design-Build Institute of America
Environmental and Energy Study Institute
Food & Water Watch

Hanson Pipe & Precast, Inc.

International Union of Bricklayers and Allied
Craftworkers

International Union of Operating Engineers,
AFL-CIO

Laborers’ International Union of North
America

McAllen Construction

National Association of Counties

National Association of Flood and Stormwater
Management Agencies

National Association of Clean Water Agencies
National Association of Regional Councils
National Association of Sewer Service
Companies

National Association of Towns and Townships
National Construction Alliance

National League of Cities

National Precast Concrete Association
National Ready Mixed Concrete Association
National Rural Water Association

National Society of Professional Engineers
National Urban Agriculture Council

Natural Resources Defense Council
Northwest Pipe Company

Pipe Rehabilitation Council

Portland Cement Association

Rural Community Assistance Partnership
SAVE International

Uni-Bell PVC Pipe Association

Underground Contractors Association of
Ilinois

United Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners
of America

United Association of Journeymen and
Apprentices in the Plumbing and Pipe Fitting
Industry

The Vinyl Institute

Water Environment Federation

Western Coalition of Arid States
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